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Greetings Benfield Families, 

 

Our first two weeks of school were a wonderful success!  Our students have 

done an excellent job acclimating to their classrooms and routines.  I am so 

impressed with the children and their dedication to learning.   

 

We recently received out PARCC scores from Spring 2019.  Our students 

scored above the state and county average in all areas!  Below are the scores 

for our students in 3rd-5th grade last year:  

▪ 91% of our students met or exceeded standards on the English/  

Language Arts portion of the assessment 
▪ 76% of our students met or exceed standards on the Mathematic 

portion of the assessment.   

▪  

 

Volunteering 

For families new to Benfield, we will have a Volunteer Orientation on 

Tuesday, September 17th at 9:45 a.m.  We look forward to having you join us.  

Our volunteers make a great impact on the students and provide great support.  

Please consider joining us to learn about volunteer opportunities at Benfield 

Elementary School. 

 

 

Variety Show 

One of the most charming events at Benfield Elementary is the Variety Show.  

Our children and families look forward to the show every year.  This year the 

committee is looking for a few parents to volunteer to be co-chairs of the 

committee.  Without more parent volunteers we will not be able to host this 

wonderful event.  If you are able to donate some of your time this fall, please 

reach out to Lisa Crislip at BenfieldPTA@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

 

 

 Sue Myers, Principal 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

September  

17th      Volunteer Orientation, 9:45 a.m. 

19th      Back to School Night, 6:30 p.m. 

26th      Picture Day, Individual 

30th      Rosh Hashanah, No School 

October 

  7th      Interim Reports Sent Home 

  8th      Two Hour Early Dismissal      

  9th      Yom Kippur, No School 

11th       Kindergarten Field Trip to Sharps    

             at Waterfront Farm 

14th       PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

15th-16th     Parent-Teacher Conferences, no   

                   school for students 

18th       First Grade Field Trip to Baltimore  

             Aquarium 

23rd       Unity Day, Wear Orange 

30th       Third Grade Field Trip to    

             Baltimore Symphony Orchestra  

31st       Halloween, Parade at 2:00 p.m. 

             Classroom Parties at 2:30 p.m., 

             except First Grade, their party will  

             be at 12:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national origin, 
religion, disability, sexual orientation or familial status in matters 
affecting employment or in providing access to programs.  
Questions regarding nondiscrimination should be directed to 
Jessica Cutches, Specialist in Human Relations, Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD  21401; 
telephone (410) 222-5318; TDD (410) 222-5500. 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/4022
mailto:BenfieldPTA@gmail.com
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Dismissal Procedure Update 

Our student data base was upgraded this summer and we no longer store unlimited contacts in the 

student information system.  That decision was made based on the safety and security needs of all 

students. Permission from a parent or legal guardian is required for a child to be picked up by 

another adult, in a non-emergency situation. This should be provided in writing on an as-needed 

basis.  Please note the following from the AACPS Student Data Office: 

• Contacts 1 and 2 should reflect the parents/legal guardians of the student.  The address of 

Contact 1 should reflect the physical address of the student.  

 

• For contacts 3 or more, only those contacts with one of the following relationships should be 

entered: Mother, Father, Stepmother, Stepfather, Foster Mother, Foster Father, or Legal 

Guardian. It should be noted that stepparents are not legal guardians and would require 

permission from the parents to pick up a student, so they should not be flagged as “Can Pick 

Up.” 
 

Parents of students in 1st – 12th Grades will need to create a 
NEW Parent Portal account. 

 

 

PowerSchool Parent Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, secure communication tool connecting 
parents/guardians and schools. Using the PowerSchool student information system, the Parent Portal 
allows collaboration to improve student achievement. Online access to grades, attendance, and 
assignments makes it easier for parents to monitor, identify, and accelerate students in grades 1 
through 12 progress in real time. 

PowerSchool Parent Portal will allow parents/guardians with more than one child to access all their 
children at one time with one username and password. 

On September 16th, the first contact listed in the student information system will receive an email with 
your child's student-specific access code. This code, combined with your child's lunch/ID number, will 
be needed to link a student to your Parent Portal account.  

Additional information regarding the creation, and management, of Parent Portal accounts will be 
posted on this page in the Resources section. 

 

Click Here for More Information: Parent ConnectXP 

https://www.aacps.org/parentconnectxp
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Counselor’s Corner 
Mrs. Wrye, M.Ed., NCC            September 2019 

Benfield Bucketfilling Bulldogs! 

     Ask your students about “bucketfilling”… this is a school-wide effort we have 
been doing for several years now that helps our students focus on how our 
actions/words affect others. It comes from a story by Carol McCloud called Have 
You Filled A Bucket Today? In this story, it says that we all carry an invisible bucket 
around with us and in that bucket we hold our good thoughts and feelings about 
ourselves. People can either “fill” our buckets by being nice, helpful, giving 
compliments, including us, etc. or they can “dip” and take away our good 
thoughts/feelings by being mean, teasing, excluding us, etc. The students learned 
that you cannot dip into someone else’s bucket to fill your own, but that when 
you do fill someone else’s bucket, it will in turn fill yours because of their 
appreciation. 

     We will be recognizing bucketfilling behaviors all year long with teacher          
 Nominations, Bulldog Lunches, and on our bulletin board outside of the  
cafeteria. Students can also recognize other’s actions with special forms in      
their classrooms, which may be read over the morning announcements. We      
are working together to make sure everyone’s bucket is always full!  

 

  

Guidance Topics This Month: 

Kindergarten- Bucketfilling 

First Grade- Bucketfilling/Bullying 

Second Grade- Bucketfilling 

Third Grade- Growth Mindset and     
Goal-setting 

Fourth Grade- Growth Mindset 

Fifth Grade- Growth Mindset 

“There is a difference between not  

knowing, and not knowing yet.”  

-Shelia Tobias  

 

     Small Group Opportunities 
     As part of a comprehensive 
guidance program, I offer small group 
counseling to students in grades 1-5. 
These groups are held during lunch, 
once a week, for about 8 weeks. 
During these sessions, students will 
work on a common concern such as 
anxiety, anger management, study 
skills, self-esteem, or peer 
relationships.  

     Interest forms were sent home 
earlier this month and I’m currently 
in the process of scheduling my first 
round of groups. These groups are 
on-going throughout the year, so 
please keep in mind that it may be 
some time before your child’s group 
begins. Permission forms will be sent 
home prior to the beginning of each 
group.  

 

Bullying, Harassment, and Intimidation 

The Maryland State Department of Education is requiring the 
use of the Bullying, Harassment, and Intimidation Reporting 
form for all reports and incidents of bullying and related 
behaviors. Any parent who wishes to formally report these types 
of behaviors will be instructed to complete this form. The form 
can be submitted online by going to the AACPS website and 
clicking on the “families” tab- “health and safety”- “anti-bullying 
reporting”. Copies of the form are also available in the main office 
or from the school counselor. If a report is filed, the principal will 
be required to investigate the incident in accordance with Anne 
Arundel County Public Schools policies and procedures.  

Be on the lookout for information about our 
upcoming spirit day (Go for the Gold) and    The 

Harvest for the Hungry Food Drive! 

                       

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EuemNAo6XE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EuemNAo6XE
https://secure.aacps.org/webapps/SEFP/OSOS
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Outdoor Education / Play Area 
Committee is Looking for Donations! 

 
Hi Benfield Parents! We are seeking gently used items for our students 
to use during recess in the outdoor play/education area.  Last year we 
were delighted to see the kids’ creativity come alive in the space when 
different thematic kits came out.  The materials got much love so we 
are hoping to refresh our supplies. In keeping with our natural theme, 
we would love any wooden or safe metal objects but are happy to look 
at anything.  
 
If you have any of the items below and you would like to donate to our 
school, we would really appreciate it. Please put your donations in a 
closed plastic bag in or next to the bin outside the back of the school 
near the shed. I will check it every day after school during the week of 
October 1st-4th.  

 
Small Musical Instruments – shakers, tambourines, drumsticks, anything 
portable that children do not need to put their mouths on in order to use. 
 
Kitchen Items - bread, muffin or Bundt pans, utensils, strainers, trays, 
measuring cups etc.  Anything that is sturdy and can be used for imaginary 
recipes and restaurants! 
 
Fairy Garden Accessories - Many children love creating imaginary homes 
for fairies and bugs among the trees.  Any painted houses or accessories 
(toad stools etc.) figurines, would be appreciated.  
 
Scarves - we have some solid scarves that children use in the stage area and thoroughly enjoy, 
they would certainly enjoy more. 
 
Exploration or Other Appropriate Science Materials - compasses, nets, magnifying glasses that 
are suitable for safe outdoor exploring! 
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We are off to a Great Start! 
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